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Dear Fellow Student
	When I started this class, I was a little unsure of what to expect.  I thought that I was pretty aware and respectful of other cultures and traditions.  I think that this class helped me to realize how much my culture gives a view of the world based on how I was raised.  It also gave me an opportunity to examine some of my views and to look at them through the different perspectives of the students in this class.  Another way that this class gave me the opportunity to look at my own views was the required service component.
	We were given a list of places that we could volunteer at for fifteen hours for this semester.  As I looked at the list, I noticed that they included opportunities for a wide range of places.  One of the directives for choosing your place of service was to find an area that may not be the most comfortable to work at.  I thought that was an interesting assignment.  I can now see the purpose of that assignment.  It is much easier to choose a place to work where you know everyone and you don’t have to examine your own feelings about the circumstances that you have been placed in.  
	I decided that I would do my volunteer work with the City of South Salt Lake After School Programs.  The offices for this program are located at the Hser Ner Moo Community Center.  One of the things that I should have done before I went to apply was to find better directions for the center.  I drove up and down the street in front of the center and did not realize that it was located in an apartment complex.  That was an assumptions that I made in this class, because I thought it would be at a school.  When I finally found the office, I was intrigued to see all of the refugee children playing around the area.  It was a colder day and yet they were lightly clothes and running around with much laughter and joy.  In reflection, I think that there were more children outside than could have been inside watching television.  
	One of the things that the center required was for me to complete a background check.  I have a background check at school, but that did not work for here.  However, considering the population that I was to work with, it is a good idea.  One of the tips that I would give other students considering this placement is to get on this early, because it does take some extra time to get this step done and does cost $15..
	I was assigned to work at Granite Park Intermediate School.  So I finally did end up at a school.  I have worked with younger children in schools for several years.  Most of the students that I have worked with come from Caucasia	n or Hispanic backgrounds.  I was surprised to find students from many other cultures at this school and so it did take me out of the realm of my comfort zone that I knew.  I did learn more about the refugee population and the challenges they face.  I think the classes in this course helped me to understand their cultures better.
	The first night that I arrived at the school, I was assigned to supervise a group of students watching a film.  When I was introduced, one of the students made fun of my hair in a sarcastic way and tried to get see if he could get a raise from me and the rest of the students.  This gave me an opportunity to identify how I would react to the students and begin to set a relationship with them.   I basically was able to go with the joke and not be upset about it.  This served me well throughout the semester and I was able to relate well with the students in many activities
.	This service opportunity helped me to look at a different population than I was used to and see how they have overcome many difficulties to come to America.  I don’t think that I really understood how hard it is to be new in a community and not know the language or culture.  This is a valuable opportunity to serve as a volunteer in a community program.
Sincerely
Peter Fetzer

