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Prototypes of Love


The areas that I identified as being important to me in a mate are:

1. Friend  *
2. Lover *
3. Companion

4. Trust *
5. Respect *
6. Loyalty *
7. Kindness/compassion

8. Initiative

9. Attracted to physically & mentally

10. Optimistic

11. Willing to understand differences

12. Open communication

13. Things in common

14. Unselfish

15. Honest

The ones that I starred at being the most important to me were friend, lover, trust, respect, loyalty.  I believe each of these is important because they represent the type of person that I hope that I am and so I would value the same qualities in another person.

The foundation for a relationship should begin with friendship.  People who are friends have learned to understand the other person they are associating with.  They have been able to overlook the little things that might annoy them and enjoy being able to spend time with their friends.  This creates a bond that can be built upon as a person seeks a mate.
The person I would look for as a mate would need to be able to be a lover besides a friend.  This means that they are willing to share a very intimate life with me.  It encompasses many of the other qualities that I admire such as kindness or compassion, being willing to understand differences between us, and having an open communication that only can be shared with the most intimate person you know.

A mate would definitely need to be able to be trusted.  Many differences can arise in a relationship and it would be important for a mate to be able to keep things that are between the two of you in confidence.    Loyalty fits into this same area.  Partners need to be able to know that their mate is willing to forsake others to be with them and not be worried that they will be involved with others or have activities that take them away from your relationship.

Respect means that you see someone as an equal.  It shows that you are willing to take their views and consider them important.  It doesn’t mean that you have to be the same person with all of the same ideas.  You are able to let a mate be themselves and yet enjoy the differences that may occur.  

