Philosophy of Education

All students should have the opportunity to learn.  Students learn at different rates and in many different styles.  Classrooms need to be organized so that students have the opportunity to learn in the style that best suits them.  Throughout the day the students should have the opportunity to hear new facts presented and then have the opportunity to explore the information through different modalities.  Opportunities should be given to learn through lecture, music, physical movement, and hands-on experiences.  The background of students should be considered as a teacher prepares lessons so the student has the opportunity to access his education through activities that will motivate the student to want to expand their knowledge. 

Teachers should be models of the learning process in the classroom.  The atmosphere of the classroom should allow for a community of learners.  Students from different cultures, diverse backgrounds, and those with disabilities should have the opportunity to be engaged in activities with peers both socially and academically. Students should be encouraged to expand their learning beyond the ideas presented in class.  The teacher sets the standard for students to feel safe to explore new ideas when the teacher has an attitude that is open to questioning and reflection on the information that is presented in a class.  

States and local school districts should take responsibility to set standards for the schools in the local districts.  Those in the local districts have the opportunity to know and meet the needs of students because they are more aware of the current issues facing their districts.  A basic required curriculum is important to help students expand their knowledge, but students should have the opportunity to plan part of their curriculum based on their aptitudes and interests.   Education should help students gain knowledge in social and academic skills that will help them to become independent and productive members of society.

.   Students should have many opportunities to practice the skills they are learning and show the progress that they are making.  When students have the opportunity to practice these skills in real life situations they expand their mental images and relate the knowledge they are learning to their own lives.  Curriculum should include many opportunities for a variety of teaching strategies that include lectures, experiments, small group activities, volunteer experiences, and field trips.   Field trips should be tied to the curriculum so that they expand on the content that has been taught in the classroom.  They should require students to investigate and expand their understanding by relating the experience to their own lives.  A well planned curriculum will help the teacher to focus on the individual student, provide assessment to see the progress the student is making, and expand the opportunities for learning in the style that best suits each student.  


