
Assessment is an important tool that is used by teachers to gather information and evaluate the progress that students have made in their classes.  There are several types of assessment that a teacher might use such as standardized assessments, informal and formal assessments, and formative and summative assessments.  It is important that a teacher is able to use each of these types of assessments to better guide the learning needs of their students.  

Standardized assessments test students in a uniform manner throughout the nation.  Under NCLB, students are given periodic assessments at different grade levels in each state to determine their achievement in comparison to others in the nation.  These assessments set a standard that is an accepted level a student should be able to achieve for their grade level.  Other common standardized assessments include tests such as the SAT, Scholastic Aptitude Test, and the ACT, American College Testing Assessment.  It is important that teachers prepare their students with the ability and knowledge to be able to take these assessments.  Teachers need to be mindful that they do not teach to the test, but give students the skills necessary to perform well on these assessments.

Informal assessments are one of the best ways for a teacher to quickly assess their students’ knowledge and make adjustments in instruction as needed.  Informal assessments include evaluations such as observation, inventories, checklists, rating scales, rubrics, performance and portfolio assessments, participation, peer and self evaluation, and discussion.  This type of assessment helps a teacher to find out if a student needs extra help and can keep students from getting behind or failing in a class.  Teachers will use a formal assessment such as a test, quiz, or paper to determine the knowledge all students have on a subject.  Since each student is tested on the same material, the teacher has the opportunity to see what students are learning in the classroom.  Informal and formal assessments should be given regularly throughout the course of study to help both the students and the teachers know where their weaknesses and strengths in the knowledge of a subject are.

It is often thought that the reason assessment is used in school is to determine a grade for a student.  While grades are used in school and give a method of being able to determine a student’s level of ability in a subject, they should not be the main purpose of using an assessment.  Formative assessments include the various forms of informal assessment and help to provide feedback to a student.  It also provides valuable information to a teacher so they will know if they need to look at different methods to teach a subject.  Teachers use summative assessment as a final method of testing a student’s knowledge after teaching a course of study.   While this assessment is used to help determine a student’s grades, it also provides information to a teacher to let them know if they need to make adjustments in future teaching.  Teachers should always look at several methods of assessment not only for their students, but also for themselves as they continue to improve their teaching abilities.
